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I have spent an amazing year reading for a Master in Laws (LLM) degree at the
University of Cambridge. My course started in October 2008 and I will be graduating
at the end of June 2009.

I chose my LLM courses based on the areas of law which interested me, namely
criminal justice, public law, human rights, and international criminal law. Now that [
have completed my courses, [ can honestly say that my interest and passion for these
areas have only increased as a result.

The coursework consisted of four two-hour lectures per week throughout the year,
with final exams taking place in May/June period. In addition, as part of my
assessment, I wrote an 18,000 word dissertation on the topic of police liability for
negligent suppression and investigation of crime. I looked at situations where the
police abysmally failed to carry out proper investigations which resulted in victims
being injured or killed by third parties, examining whether in such circumstances the
victims or their families should be able to sue the police for compensation. This is an
area of some controversy in England, and I have found the process of compiling
materials and writing my dissertation both challenging and greatly rewarding.

My course on criminal justice was particularly intercsting as we tackled fascinating
topics such as the position of women in the criminal justice system, discrimination,
youth justice, police discretion and abuse of power. Lectures were often given by
guest speakers from the relevant sectors of the criminal justice system who gave us
their first hand experience of how the system operates, its advantages and
disadvantages. By the end of the course, we were in a position to evaluate the
criminal justice system in United Kingdom by reference to the major players and
processes within the system.

My course on civil liberties covered the legal protection of civil liberties in UK and
their protection at the European level, as many of the cases we studied were from the
European Court of Human Rights. This course was topical and generated great class
discussions on matters such as abortion, assisted suicide, torture, terrorism, privacy,
freedom of speech, and non-discrimination. Much attention was paid to the
philosophical foundations of civil liberties and the nature of rights, with a focus on
further enhancing the protections that are already available.

I was g relative new-comer to the area of international ¢riminal law, and felt anxious
about taking a course I knew so little about at the Master level. But I was up for a
challenge and found the course to be exceptionally interesting. The course covered
substantive international criminal law and its enforcement in the various international
tribunals that operate in this area, including the permanent International Criminal
Court and the regional ad-hoc tribunals, such as the International Criminal Tribunals
for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. The course has definitely sparked a new
interest in this area for me which I expect will continue in the future.






